
The mansion of Kaichiro Nezu, also known as “The 

Railway King”

The Nezu Memorial Museum in Yamanashi City represents 

a complete restoration of the birth house of this modern 

Japanese businessman. As you immerse yourself in its 

authentic Japanese environment, please enjoy the world 

of art and culture associated with this 20th century 

maverick. 

【The Tenement gate and Attached 

House】

Facing the Oume Kaido (Oume Road), 

the gate is more than 95 feet wide and 

almost 18 feet deep.  This gate also 

consists of the largest house on the 

property which contained  the Nezu 

Residence.  The gate reflects the social 

environment at the beginning of the 

Showa Era.

【Old Main House】

This house was completed in 1933 and 

was the residence of Kaichiro Nezu who 

also managed his rail empire from the 

property.  The latest techniques were 

used in its construction, including a 

concrete foundation, fire hydrants, boiler 

heating systems, and buried electrical 

wiring.

【The Storehouse】

This three-story building is 34 feet high and is made entirely of 

wood, an anomaly in this area.  It contains several displays 

depicting the Nezu family. 

【Oiso Pine tree】

This tree was transplanted from 

Nezu’s villa in Oiso, Kanagawa.

【The Seizan-so Guest House】

Restored at the end of the Showa 

Era, Kaichiro used this building to 

accommodate guests.  Its authentic 

tea room and Japanese-style room 

are available for special functions.

【Ｔｈｅ Hachikura Museum】

This building is a remodeled 

warehouse, and houses the permanent 

and special collections.  Kaichiro’s life 

is depicted through panels loosely 

based on the theme “Think about him, 

learn from him, and pass his legacy 

on to future generations.”
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Kaichiro Nezu was born at on June 15th, 1860 in Yamanashi-

city to a farmer.

He held positions such as a clerk of the city office, an 

assembly member, and the mayor.

He got to know Shuhei Wakao and Keijiro Amemiya in Tokyo in 

the 1900s, and then made "Koshu Zaibatsu" (Koshu means 

"Yamanashi" and "Zaibatsu" means financial conglomerate).

In 1905 he assumed the Presidency of Tobu Railway co. ltd. 

and restored its finances.

In his belief that he had to return the profit that he got from 

the society to the society, he ran the educational business, and 

he founded Musashi senior & junior high school in Nerima, 

Tokyo.

Especially, he contributed to promoting the Education and 

Culture in Yamanashi prefecture as he donated 200 pianos and 

sewing machines to all the elementary schools in Yamanashi.

He is a honorary citizen of Yamanashi-city. 

Nezu Memorial Museum is the mansion of Nezu family used as 

the guest house, management office, and living house.

The tenement house Gate, the Old Main house and the three-

story Storehouse are tangible cultural assets designated as 

such by the government. 

～Kaichiro Nezu has the another name “King of Railway” and Nezu Memorial Museum～


